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teachers, with an enrollment of about 2,000 pupils. This leaves at least
2,000 other children unprovided for,

As to the eriminals it may be satd that not many girls, but a goodly
number of women, are sent to jail. There are some among these who
are continually brought before the recorder, and they receive their
sentence with stoical indifference. Sad it is to say that among the so-
classed criminals are many young boys who are not criminals in the
true sense of the word. ‘There is the offending hoy caught for throwing
rocks, or spinning his top, or pitehing his ball in the street. While
some of these young boys are pardoned, a large number are fined; and
as these fines cannot always be paid, they are therefore “sent up'’ and
thereby classed as eriminals.

According to various c¢ity officials consulted by investigators, crime
among Negroes in Augusta is constantly deereasing. One official said
that it was his opinion that Negroes of the ignorant type and whites of
the ignorant type were those guilty of erimme. Ignorant whites comnit
the same kind of erime that ignorant Negroes commit, and 15 per cent. of
the ignorant whites were associates and co-workers in erime with the
same class of Negroes.

10. What Negroes think of Crime. As o rough answer to this ques-
tion, the results of written answers of Newro school children and stu-
dents have heen collected. A series of simple questions were first put
to 1,600 Negro school children in the Atlanta publie schools. The most
of them were hetween the agzes of 9 and 16 yearsand were city hred. Of
these H83 said that Iaws were made ** for protection;™ 315, ** to Keep
peace” or ttorder;’ and 135, to *govern  or * rule” persons.

The answers ¢lassed under * Ifor protection’ include many forms of
protection; e. ., protection of one’s rights, of property, of person, pro-
tection of city, of state, of country. Under the hundred or more un-
classified answers are many which speak of laws as a means of pre-
venting fighting, stealing, ete.

Their ideas of courts were correct: *'I'o determine guilt or inno-
cence’’ (8498); ‘‘to see that the laws are obeyed™ (222); “to settle mat-
fers” (222) 5 a few say for “*bad people’ (69). Policemen are for the
purpose of ““arresting people’ (522), or “*protecting” them (346). Iolice-
men are usually Kind to 618 of the litile ones, but were considered un-
kind by 4569 and variable by 204, Most of themn say that persons are
sent to the “chaingang’ for breaking the law and wrong-doing, but
some others say that people are sent to the chaingang because *they
haven't the money to pay their fines.” One hoy sayvs: “*Some ood peo-
ple are sent to the c¢hamngang and some bad ones, They are sent he-
cause they are convieted.”

The students, 534 in namber, were older (13 to 21 years of age) and
come from all parts of the state. Policemnen have never helped or pro-
tected most of them (H03) 5 and 21 declared they have been specifically
wronged by policemen. Of those who have seen courts in session (134),
71 think the judge and jurors acted fairly, and 41 that they did nots
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their opinions of persons sent to the ““chaingang” vary: 164 think them
“had or unfortunate;” 54 think they deserve punishment *if guilty,”
and 46 doubt the guilt of many of themj; 25 arve **sorry for them,” and
22 think their punishment “makes them worse,” but 28 consider them
“a disgrace Lo theirrace.” In general, many students consider that per-
sons who are sent to the chaingang are very unfortunate. Many say
that, while they are in favor of punishment for lnw-breakers, they con-
sider the “*‘ehaingang’ the worst and poorest means of punishment.
These also speak of and deplore the treatment of the eriminals on the
“g‘lll](r bR

Many speak of the very disastrous results upon young criminals and:
express the wish that reformation be provided for the 3outhiu1 offend-
ers of the law. One says along this line: *“'The chaingang system is
discreditable. 1t sceins to defeat the purpose of punishment. I grow
indignant over the presence of young boys in the chaingang.” Another
says: ‘“T'he intermingling of young criminals with old ones in the
chaingang is one of the worst evils of the system.” A third says: “I
think it [the chaingang] is one of the last resorts to which the state
should give itself. The treatment of the men in most cases is very se-
Veie aiid capcum:y (itbeaiable 1h the flerce winler inonths,” y

When asked why so many young Negroes get into the clutehes of the
law, 162 aseribe it to ‘*indolence” and “la,zmescr” 62 say for ‘*not attend-
ing to their own business;? 57, *disobedience;’’ 40, *bad company;” 39,
“ignoranceey” 67, ‘*lack of home-training;” and 19, *“‘race prejudice.”
Most of them have several causes why so many young colored boys geb'
into trouble. As an example of this one student says: “Ignorance,
prejudice, poverty, wrong-doing.” Another says: ‘“‘Idlenessis almost
sole cause. Race prejudice also aids, as more Negroes are handled by
the courts for the same offenses than whites.” A third says: “The im-
portant causes are, I think, the lack of moral training, thelack of educa-
tional privileges, and beyond all the lack of good home-training. An-
other cause is the difficulty Negro boys have in getting employment.”

As p remedy for eriminality ainong Negroes, 118 say ‘*better employ-
ment;’’ 112, “edueation;” 77, “teaching them the right;" 35, **home-
training;” 24, “establishing reformuatories;” 22, **Christian work;" 12,
“hy raising their standards and ideals;” and 10, “*by c¢losing places of
evil and vice.” Many sugeest fair trial and unprejudiced decision in
cotrts. Many also speak of good association, while some add that ‘our
best people should dwell on the disgrace of being confined to the chain-
aang.,”’

. .
11, Causes of Negro Crime. This study is too incomplete to lead us

to many definite conclusions. Yet certain causes of crime among Ne-
erroes today seem clear. They may be briefly classified as follows:

A.—~Faults of the Negroes.

1. Abuse of their new freedom and tendency toward idleness and vagrancy.
9. Loose ideas of property, petty pilfering,
3. Unreliability, lying and deception.



